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From the Hans Christian Andersen biography "The Life of Hans Christian Andersen. Day By Day", written by DPhil Johan de Mylius:
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1854

A visit from Abroad

8 May 1854
   Travels to Germany and Italy with 21 year-old Einar, son of Adolph Drewsen and Ingeborg Collin. They take the steamship 'Slesvig' to Kiel. Aboard, HCA hears (cf. the diary for this date) from a Russian clergyman that   The Improvisatore   has been translated well and appears in "one of the best Russian journals" [presumably it is the edition from 1845]. 
  From Kiel by train to Leipzig, where HCA goes to see Lorck. From here on to Dresden (arriving 11th May), where HCA socialises with his old friends, especially the Serre family. 
   
15th-21st May
 He and Einar Drewsen stay at Maxen, the estate of the Serre family. Sees his tree again ("a lovely path has been laid around it, the tree itself stands firmly and beautifully at the edge of the mountain"). One rainy day at the Serre home, they experiment with the supernatural, using a key which is to answer:
  "It became apparent that I had a strong magnetic force, it certainly was not a figment of my imagination" (the diary, 15th).
 
 Return to Dresden along with the poet Auerbach, amongst others.
 24 May 
 By train through Prague to Vienna. Here he meets Jenny Lind with her husband and child and hears her sing at a concert. They continue on 29th to Triest (arriving 31st). Einar was ill on the journey and "cranky" (the diary, 30th).
 2 June 
 Aboard the steamship 'Roma' to Venice. Continuing on 6th June by train to Peschiera and by steamship across Lake Garda to Riva. From here with an omnibus along a rough cliff road to Trient. Further via Botzen and Innsbruck to Munich (arrival 12th June).
 Along the way, a Scottish man, who did not know to whom he was speaking, tells HCA that he always carried The Improvisatore with him on trips to Italy.
 Poisonous bites on the cheek and throat become infected. Has a poultice applied, which he keeps on whilst attending a social event in Munich. Here he is seated between ladies who compliment him. "I was in despair and then they asked me to read aloud, I suffered greatly after that (the diary, 12th). Argues with Einar at this time.
 19 June 
 Release of the 2nd edition of the collected Tales, illustrated by Vilh. Pedersen (from 1849). Before his death, Reitzel had decided that the edition should consist of 4,000 copies, 2,000 in high-quality paper and 2,000 of a lesser quality, "as he would then be able to make a difference in price" (letter to Edvard Collin, 14th June 1853).
 19th - 21st June
 At the castle Hohenschwangau with King Max. The king takes HCA on a long drive and speaks with him about nature, literature and especially about Das MÃ¤rchen meines Lebens (The True Story of My Life).Goes hiking in the mountains on the following day. When HCA departs, the king asks that he always visit him whenever he comes to Bavaria.
 1854: A visit from Abroad

24 June 
 Departure from Munich. Travelling via Nuremberg and Leipzig to Weimar (arriving 27th). Has lunch with Liszt. He and the cigar-smoking princess with whom he lives applaud HCA when he informs them that he alone had clapped for Wagner's overture to TannhÃ¤user at a performance in Leipzig. He and Einar continue to Eisenach on 29th, and HCA goes by himself to the castle Wilhelmsthal, where he stays until 2nd July with Carl Alexander, who is now grand duke. Sleeps in the rooms which the young Goethe last had stayed in there.
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